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IRFU ELECTION – RETURNING OFFICER’S REPORT 

 

1. Introduction 

This report (“Report”) provides an overview of the activities undertaken by Shri Arvind Kamath, 

Senior Advocate, High Court of Karnataka, and Returning Officer, Indian Rugby Football Union 

(“IRFU”) with respect to the conduct of the 2020 IRFU Election for the posts of President, Hon. 

Secretary and Hon. Treasurer (“Election”).  

2. Appointment of Returning Officer 

The Returning Officer, IRFU was appointed by the Hon. Secretary, IRFU vide letter dated 8 

December 2020 to oversee and supervise the election process for the posts of President, Hon. 

Secretary and Hon. Treasurer of the IRFU to be conducted on 30 December 2020, as scheduled 

and notified in the notice of Annual General Meeting dated 9 December 2020.  The Returning 

Officer, IRFU was appointed in accordance with Section 5 of the Model Election Guidelines to 

be followed by all National Sports Federations as prescribed by the Ministry of Youth Affairs & 

Sports (“MYAS”) under Annexure XXXVII of the National Sports Development Code of India, 

2011 (“Guidelines”).  

3. Role of Returning Officer 

The Returning Officer, IRFU’s remit included the following: 

i) Scrutiny of electoral rolls, including all nominations and candidatures in the Election; 

ii) Adjudicating or deciding on any dispute or objection as to the candidacy, 

disqualification, eligibility to vote, or the admission or rejection of a vote with respect 

to the Election; and 

iii) Overseeing the voting, counting and declaration of results of the Election. 

The Returning Officer, IRFU used his professional email id akamath@almtlegal.com for all 

inward and outward official communication relating to the Election. A dedicated page of the 

official IRFU website was created for all notifications and announcements in relation to the 

Election. The law firm LawNK was engaged by IRFU to provide legal assistance and also to 

provide secretarial support to the Returning Officer, IRFU until the completion of the Election. 

The Returning Officer, IRFU was also assisted by Mr. Souvik Paul Mazumdar, Partner, ALMT 

Legal.  

4. Background to Election 

The Election was conducted on the directions of the MYAS in its letter F. No. 33-1 / 2020- SP-

III, dated – 26.11.2020, Subject – ‘Renewal of recognition of Indian Rugby Football Union – reg’ 

(“Renewal Letter”) whereby the IRFU was advised to conduct its election in accordance with 

the Guidelines to maintain IRFU’s annual recognition as a ‘National Sports Federation’ by 

MYAS. Accordingly, the IRFU Board, at its Meeting on 28 November 2020 and continued on 1 

December 2020, resolved to conduct fresh election of office bearers of the IRFU. 

The Election was overseen and supervised by the Returning Officer, IRFU in accordance with: 

(a) relevant provisions of the IRFU Memorandum of Association, IRFU Articles of Association, 

National Sports Development Code of India, 2011 (incl. the Guidelines), and 

notifications/directions issued by MYAS or the Indian Olympic Association, as and to the extent 

applicable to the Election, as consolidated in Annexure 1 hereto; and (b) the requirements 
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specified under the IRFU Elections Rules of Procedure, as issued by the Returning Officer, IRFU 

(“Election Rules”) and as specified in Annexure 2 hereto; 

On 9 December 2020, the Hon. Secretary, IRFU notified IRFU’s members that the Election for 

the posts of President, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer would be conducted on 30 December 

2020, during the Eighteenth Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) of the IRFU. As per the 

Guidelines, the members were requested to provide in writing a list of their respective Member 

Representatives (as defined herein) who would constitute the Electoral College List and be 

eligible to vote and contest in the Election.  

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, IRFU was granted leave by the MYAS with reference to 

Circular – ‘Sub – Holding of General Body Meetings and Elections of NSFs in the wake of 

COVID-19 pandemic, Ref. – F. No. 8-32 / 2020 / SP-III, Dated – 06.11.2020’, reproduced under 

Annexure 2 hereto, to conduct the Election through digital / virtual platforms. Accordingly, the 

Returning Officer, IRFU conducted the Election in virtual format in accordance with the 

following schedule: 

Table 1 – 2020 IRFU Election Schedule  

Event Date/Deadline 

Release of Election Schedule and Call to File 

Nomination Applications 
14 December 2020 

11:00 AM 

Filing of Nominations  

 

15 December 2020 to 17 December 

2020 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM on each day 

 

Notification of List of Nominations  
18 December 2020 

1:00 PM 

 

Scrutiny of Nomination Applications 
19 December 2020 

11:00 AM 

Withdrawal of Nominations 
20 December 2020 to 22 December 

2020 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM on each day 

Final List of Nominations and Contesting 

Candidates 
23 December 2020 

11:00 AM 

Voting, Counting & Declaration of Results 
30 December 2020 

11:00 AM onwards 

 

5. Nomination of Representatives 

The Electoral College List specified under Annexure 2 hereto includes the names of the 

representatives of the Permanent Members and Patron Members (“Member Representatives”) 

nominated by the following Members to participate in the Election: 

1. Article 7 of the IRFU Articles of Association which provides that the IRFU shall have only 

two (2) Patron Members - The Bombay Gymkhana Limited, Mumbai and The Calcutta Cricket 

and Football Club Limited, Kolkata (Calcutta);  
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2. Article 8 (i) of the IRFU Articles of Association which provides that the IRFU shall have five 

(5) Permanent Members, i.e., from each of the following zones and which are currently 

represented by –  

 

- North Zone: North Zone Rugby Association (NZRA); 

- South Zone: South India Rugby Football Association (SIRFA); 

- East Zone: East India Rugby Football Union (EIRFU); 

- West Zone: West India Rugby Football Union (WIRFU), 

- Central Zone: Central India Rugby Football Association (CIRFA) 

 

The Returning Officer was informed and was satisfied that the aforesaid 2 (two) Patron Members 

and 5 (five) Permanent Members constituted the entire membership of the IRFU as of date. 

 

In accordance with the guidance provided under Paragraph 4 of the Guidelines, (i) each 

Permanent Member of the IRFU was invited to nominate 2 (two) Member Representatives, with 1 

(one) vote granted to each such Member Representative, to participate in the Election and (ii) 

each Patron Member of the IRFU, as an institutional member, was invited to nominate 1 (one) 

Member Representative with 1 (one) vote granted to each such Member Representative.  

 

A total of 12 (twelve) Member Representatives were duly included in the Electoral College List 

for the Election vide letter dated 11 December 2020 received by the Returning Officer, IRFU 

from the Hon. Secretary, IRFU. The Electoral College List was published on the IRFU website 

and no objections were raised with respect to the same. 

6. Nomination Applications for Contesting Candidates 
 

Pursuant to the release of the Electoral College List, the Returning Officer, IRFU invited any 

interested candidates to file nominations for a maximum of one (1) post each in the Election. 

Only individuals included in the Electoral College List were permitted to file nomination 

applications in accordance with the Election Rules and each nomination application was to be 

supported by a proposer and seconder from among those in the Electoral College List. 

Upon the completion of the last date for submitting nomination applications, the Returning 

Officer, IRFU had received nomination applications from a total of 3 (three) candidates. There 

was 1 (one) nomination for each post that was in contention during the Election, i.e, President, 

Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer.  

Upon scrutiny of the nomination applications, which was conducted via video call with each 

candidate and their proposer and seconder at 12 pm on Sunday, 20 December 2020, all 3 (three) 

candidates were deemed eligible by the Returning Officer, IRFU to contest for the post for which 

they had filed nomination applications and the names of all 3 (three) candidates were included 

and published in the initial Nomination list.  

The Returning Officer, IRFU did not receive any withdrawal application pursuant to the release 

of the initial Nomination List, and the names of all 3 (three) candidates were consequently 

included in the Final Nomination List for the Election, as reproduced in Annexure 2. 

7. Observers and Invitees 

The following persons attended the AGM in respect of the Election.  

a) Mr. Arvind Kamath, Returning Officer, IRFU. 
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b) Mr. Ridzal Saat, Independent Observer, World Rugby. 

c) Dr. Malav Shroff, Independent Observer, Indian Olympic Association (appointed by 

Indian Olympic Association vide letter dated 22 December, 2020). 

d) Mr. Nandan Kamath, Mr. Roshan Gopalakrishna and Mr. Seshank Shekar Rayaprolu 

from LawNK, Legal Counsel to IRFU. 

 

8. Election Results 

As only 1 (one) candidate was contesting for each post that was up for election, the Returning 

Officer, IRFU, relying upon the guidance provided in Clause 9(1) of the Guidelines with respect 

to ‘Uncontested Returns’, determined that it would be unnecessary to conduct polling on 30 

December 2020, the designated election day. Accordingly, during the IRFU AGM conducted on 

30 December 2020, the Returning Officer, IRFU declared the results of the Election and issued 

the List of Elected Candidates to the 3 (three) posts.  

The following candidates were thereby declared duly elected at the IRFU Elections 2020 as of 30 

December 2020: 

a) President: Mr. Vikram Ahuja 

b) Hon. Secretary: Mr. Gerald Prabhu 

c) Hon. Treasurer: Ms. Sanaya Mehta  

As per the resolution of the IRFU Board and the resolution passed by the members at the AGM 

and subject to applicable law, the Returning Officer, IRFU was informed that the successful 

candidates as aforementioned shall hold office for a period of one (1) year from the date of the 

Election or until the amendment of the IRFU’s Constitution comes into effect and fresh elections 

are held thereunder, whichever is earlier. 

9. Election Documentation 

Over the course of the election process, several notifications, documents and guidelines were 

issued in relation to the Election. Such documentation in Annexure 2 is listed below along with a 

brief summary of each document: 

a. Notification of Election to the MYAS and Request for Permission to conduct the AGM via 

virtual/digital platforms – Issued by Hon. Secy., IRFU on 8 December 2020 

The Hon. Secretary notified the MYAS of the conduct of the Election in pursuance of the MYAS 

directions in the Renewal Letter and requested MYAS to appoint an observer for the Election as 

well as requested permission to conduct the Annual General Meeting for the Election via 

virtual/digital platforms in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

b. Notification of AGM – Issued by Hon. Secy., IRFU on 9 December 2020 

The Hon. Secretary notified IRFU’s members of the organisation of IRFU’s eighteenth AGM and 

of the conduct of the Election at such AGM in pursuance of the MYAS directions. 

c. Letter to Permanent Members and Patron Members – Issued by Hon. Secy., IRFU on 10 

December 2020 

The Hon. Secretary notified IRFU’s members to nominate their member representatives who 

would form part of the Electoral College List and vote at the Election. 
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d. Electoral College List - Issued by Hon. Secy., IRFU and approved by Returning Officer, IRFU 

on 11 December 2020 

The Hon. Secretary notified the Returning Officer of the Electoral College List containing all 

IRFU Member Representatives entitled to participate in the Election. The Electoral College List 

as approved by the Returning Officer was also made available on the IRFU website. 

e. Letter of Notification of Election Schedule and Call to File Nomination Applications – Issued 

by Returning Officer, IRFU on 14 December 2020 

The Returning Officer, IRFU issued a letter notifying all IRFU Members of his appointment in 

pursuance of IRFU conducting election of its office bearers in compliance with the MYAS 

directions. The letter also included the Election Schedule and Rules of Procedure issued by the 

Returning Officer, IRFU for the conduct of the virtual Election. 

f. List of Nominated Candidates - Issued by Returning Officer, IRFU on 18 December 2020 

This notification listed out the names of all candidates who filed nomination applications for 

candidature in the Election, prior to scrutiny by the Returning Officer, IRFU. 

g. Election Scrutiny Communication – Issued by the Returning Officer, IRFU on 19 December 

2020 

The Returning Officer, IRFU issued a corrigendum notification concerning the scrutiny of the 

Nominated Candidates for the Election which was scheduled to take place on 19 December 2020 

but due to unavoidable circumstances was postponed to 20 December 2020. 

h. List of Validly Nominated Candidates to Contest in the Election – Issued by the Returning 

Officer, IRFU on 24 December 2020 

The Returning Officer, IRFU scrutinised the nomination applications for candidature and issued 

this final list which specified the names of validly nominated candidates in the Election. 

i. Declaration of Results of the Election – Issued by the Returning Officer, IRFU on 30 December 

2020 

This notification declared the results of the Election and was issued by the Returning Officer, 

IRFU pursuant to the completion of IRFU Annual General Meeting held on 30 December 2020. 

10. Conclusion 

The Returning Officer, IRFU would like to conclude by placing on record his thanks and 

appreciation to the IRFU CEO, and to the legal advisors of the IRFU for assistance and support to 

the Returning Officer, IRFU in the course of carrying out his duties and responsibilities for the 

Election. 

 

Shri Arvind Kamath 

Returning Officer, IRFU 

30 December 2020 
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ANNEXURE 1 

PROVISIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS RELEVANT TO IRFU ELECTIONS 

 

I. Provisions from IRFU Articles of Association Dealing with Elections 
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II. MYAS Notifications/Instructions Relevant to IRFU Elections 

 

a. National Sports Code of India, 2011 
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b. Letter from MYAS on Recognition of IRFU 
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ANNEXURE 2 

 

Election Documentation 

 

A. Notification of Election to the MYAS and Request for Permission to conduct the 

AGM via virtual/digital platforms – Issued on 8 December 2020 
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B. Electoral College List - Issued on 11 December 2020 
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C. Letter of Notification of Election Schedule and Call to File Nomination Applications 

– Issued on 14 December 2020
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D. List of Nominated Candidates - Issued on 18 December 2020 
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E. Election Scrutiny Communication – Issued on 19 December 2020 
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F. Notification of Annual General Meeting – Issued on 20 December, 2020 
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G. Appointment of IOA Observer – Issued on 22 December 2020 
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H. List of Validly Nominated Candidates to Contest in the Election – Issued on 24 

December 2020 
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I. Declaration of Election Results – Issued on 30 December 2020 

 

 


